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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 24, 2013 
APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

C14H-1981-0017 
Burt House 

612 W. 22nd Street 
PROPOSAL 

Construct a new perimeter fence around the front and sides of the house. 
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The applicant proposes to replace a deteriorated 4-foot wooden picket fence with a 6-foot 
metal picket fence with undulating pickets and finials.  At the front walk entrance, there 
will be a gate in the fence.  The proposed fence will be painted black. 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The Commission’s Standards for Review of applications for Certificates of Appropriateness 
include: 
 
• Do not destroy the distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, 

structure, or site and its environment.  Avoid the removal or alteration of any 
historic material or distinctive architectural features. 

 
• Recognize all buildings, structures, and sites as products of their own time.  Do not 

construct alterations which have no historical basis and which seek to create an 
earlier appearance. 

 
• Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties are 

appropriate when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historic, 
architectural, or cultural material and such design is compatible with the size, scale, 
color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 
• Construct new additions or alterations to structures in such a manner that if such 

addition or alteration were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the structure will be unimpaired. 

 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Committee recommended a fence height of no more than 4 feet, as that has been the 
norm for front fences at historic landmark properties. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Allow a height of 5 feet for the open picket fence, which staff believes is a reasonable height. 
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Steve, 
 
We have considered lowering ,However, my understanding is that there were two 
committee members stated that would compromise at 5’-0” 66% and there was only one 
committee 33% that wanted a 4’-0” fence.   
 
I’m not interested in a 4’-0” fence.  It would not accomplish what we need in terms of safety 
and security.  I would just be spending money for aesthetic reasons.  Currently, our fence is 
at 4’-3”, so with 4’-0”, we would be actually be lowering our fence height.   
 
There are many vagrants and homeless in the area.  They take it upon themselves to take 
rests and actually sleep on the Front Porch.  I have personally witnessed this many, many 
times and it is not very safe for myself or my employees when we are working late at night. 
 
We are very interested in a compromise at 5’-0” which is what 66% of the vote was at.  We 
have also surveyed 7 other Historic properties on the Historic Landmark Properties list 
situated along Nueces, Rio Grande and West and of these 7, all had fences from 5’-4” up to 
7’-1”.  One of these properties was the Caswell House with a fence at 5’-7”. 
 
We believe a 5’-0” compromise per 66% of the vote is something that we can live with. 
 
Rick Blanch with my office will forward our documentation on the 7 mentioned properties 
as well as information on the gate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mari Rodriguez Barr, AIA President 
Rodriguez Barr Inc., dba, The Barr Company, AIA 
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